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mance Languages at Harvard, his story makes
those of his New England contemporaries
appear parochial. "Tripped up95, as he com-
plained, "by a professor's gown3', he never-
theless edited the Atlantic Monthly and
North American Review, spouted commemo-
ration addresses, published volumes of verse
and criticism (Under the Willows, 1869; The
Cathedral, 1869; Among My Books, 1870,
1876; My Study Windows, 1871), travelled
extensively in Europe, served as Minister at
Madrid and at the Court of St. James's, and
in his last decade brought out speeches- and
essays (Democracy and Other Addresses,
1886; Heartsease and Rue, 1888; Political
Essays, 1888). Judged by modern standards,
Lowell was.our first cosmopolitan man of
letters.
Something of the incoherent splendor of
his varied life enriches his writing. A restless
energy pervades his poems and his literary
criticism, leaving the reader often wearied
and always puzzled concerning the actual
inner principle of his volatile nature. This
had, indeed, no pivotal point. Lowell's rueful
self-estimate that he had too many thoughts
and too little thought was accurate. Very pos-
sibly his dissipation of talents will leave his
name in American literature merely an in-
spiring tradition. Place all of Lowell in a
single volume; strange incongruities appear.
Yet how brilliant are its separate chapters!
Beneath the engaging effrontery of Hosea